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Pietatis Opus. 
This grave (oh grief e) hath swallowed up with wide and open 

mouth, 
The bodie of good Richard Brooke, of Whitchurch, Hampton, 

South ; 
And Elizabeth, his wedded wife twice twentie yeares and one. 
Sweete Jesus hath their souls in Heaven, the ground flesh, skin 

and bone. 
In Januarie (worn with age) daie sixteenth died hee, 
From Christ full fifteen hundred yeares, and more by ninetie-three, 
But death her twist of life in Maie, day twentieth did un-Twyne, 
From Christ full fifteen hundred yeares and more by ninetie-nine. 
They left behind them, well to live, and grown to good degree, 
First Richard, Thomas, Robert Brooke, the youngest of the three ; 
Elizabeth and Barbara, then Dorothee the last, 
All six the knot of nature's love and kindness keeping fast. 
This tombstone, and the plate thereon thus graven f aire and large, 
Did Robert Brooke, the youngest son make at his proper charge. 
A Citizen of London State, by faithful service free, 
Of Marchantes' great Adventurers ] a brother sworn is hee, 
And of the Indian Companie (come gain or loss) a Hm, 
And of the Goldsmiths' Liverie, all these God's gifts to him, 
This monument of memorie in love performed hee, 
December thirtie-one, from Christ sixteen hundred and three. 



HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES. 

Attention, Students of Virginia Histoey ! 
The editor has been notified that unless a supply of funds is 
forthcoming, Mr. Henry F. Waters will be compelled to discontinue 
the important work he has been carrying on among the English 
records. For many years past Mr. Waters has been publishing in 
the New England Historical and Genealogical Register abstracts 
of wills found in England relating to America. Virginia has con- 
tributed very little to the work, but, nevertheless, scores of wills of 
utmost importance to those tracing from Virginia have been pub- 
lished without expense to those most benefited. The good work 
now runs the risk of being altogether discontinued, and the editor 
would regard such a result as little short of a public calamity. 

1 The Virginia Company. 
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The editor is willing to receive subscriptions for this purpose, and 
will undertake to transmit them to the proper hands. 

Jamestown Celebration. — On May 13th the College of "William 
and Mary, in connection with the Society for the Preservation of 
Virginia Antiquities, held a celebration at Jamestown on the anni- 
versary of the establishment of the first English settlement at that 
place. The weather was beautiful, and a crowd of about 2,000 
people was present. 

J. Lesslie Hall, Professor of History, presided, and made an in- 
troductory address. A poem was recited by Charles "Washington 
Coleman, and an historical oration was delivered by the President 
of the College, Lyon G. Tyler. 

Custis Tombs. — By the action of Magruder-Ewell Camp of Con- 
federate Veterans, the tombstones and remains of Prances Custis 
and her two grandchildren, Daniel Parke Custis and Martha Cus- 
tis, children of Daniel Parke Custis, of New Kent, and Martha, 
his wife, subsequently wife of President George "Washington, were 
recently removed from the old Custis homestead, near "Williams- 
burg, to Bruton Parish churchyard. I am satisfied that the old 
burying ground in which they reposed so long was originally the 
site of Marston Church. 

Yates Family. — After the death of "Waddington, the French 
statesman, it was discovered that he was related to the Yates 
family in England, from which sprung the Jefferson county and 
Tidewater Yates of Virginia. "Waddington was descended from 
the Penderells of Shropshire, England, who had hidden Charles 
II. in the famous oak at Boscobel, two of whom had married Yates. 
This led to tracing back the Yates family further than had been 
possible, and showed the connection between the Jefferson county 
family and that of Lower Virginia. The present representative of 
the Yates family in England is Francis Wm. Yates, of Capsallwood, 
"Walnerhampton. "William Yates living at Shockerly, in the Parish 
of Donnington, England, in 1656, had issue by Catherine, his wife : 

John, born November 3, 1658. 

Margaret, born March 19, 1660. 

"William, baptized December 10, 1661. 

Benjamin, baptized August 21, 1663. 

Samuel, baptized July 18, 1665. 

Frances, baptized September, 14, 1666. 

Bichard, baptized June 19, 1669. 

John, baptized May 19, 1671. 
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Eobert, baptized October 30, 1673. 

Bartholomew, baptized August 24, 1676. 

The latter named, baptized on St. Bartholomew's day. The above 
William Tates died in 1697, and his wife Catherine in October, 
1706. This deduction comes from Bev. Mr. Aiglouby, of England, 
who was a Yates of Jefferson county, Va. — A. G. Grinnan. 

Queries. — Any information regarding persons bearing the name 
of Putnam who have settled in Virginia, or elsewhere in the South, 
will be gratefully acknowledged by Eben Putnam, Salem, Mass. 

Particular information is requested concerning descendants of 
Thomas, living 1659, son of Thomas Putnam who died in or on 
the way to Virginia; of Caleb Putnam, who may have settled in 
Virginia in the early part of this century; and of the ancestors of 
Henry Putnam, now of Wisconsin. 

Ebenezer Putnam (H. C. 1815) was in Virginia soon afterward, 
and prepared some members of the Williams family for college. 
The Williams plantation is thought to have been near Petersburg. 
Mr. Eben Putnam, grandson of the above, is preparing a memoir of 
Ebenezer Putnam, and will be pleased to hear from any gentleman 
remembering his grandfather any incidents of his life in Virginia. 

Db. William Cocke. — A letter from W. M. Coates, Esq., Bursar 
of Queen's College, Cambridge, has the following: "The following 
is the extiact from our admission book — 'March 26, 1688, Guliel 
Cocke, of Suffolk (M r . Woodroffe, tutor).' I have obtained, however, 
the following further information : he proceeded to the M. B. degree 
in 1693, and was elected to a Fellowship of the College on 5 th of July, 
1694. This is all the information I can find." Dr. Cocke was 
Secretary of State for Virginia, and died in 1720 while sitting in 
court. 

Geeen — Dunn. — Among the marriage licenses of Spottsylvania 
for the year 1739, reported by W. G. Stanard in the Quarterly for 
January, 1893, is that of Bev. James Marye to Mrs. Elinor Purcell 
Dunn. The wife of Bobert Green (emigrant), father of Col. John 
Green, of the Bevolution, was Elinor Dunn, and the name Elinor 
is frequent among descendants of Bobert Green, in Kentucky. 
Was Mrs. Elinor Purcell Dunn the mother of the wife of Bobert 
Green?— T. M. G. 

Digges— Syme. — In the Quarterly for April, 1893, page 211, it 
is stated that Prances Digges married Col. John Syme, the elder 
half-brother of Patrick Henry. But a legal record in Hening's 
Statutes shows that Col. John Syme married Mildred Merriwether, 
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daughter of Nicholas Merriwether. Her mother was Mildred 
Thornton, daughter of Francis Thornton, of St. Mary's parish, 
Caroline county; and, after the death of Nicholas Merriwether, 
she married, secondly, Dr. Thomas Walker, of Castle Hill, Albe- 
marle. Was Col. John Syme married twice ? — T. M. G. 

The Record Books. — Perhaps the saddest effect of the war was 
the destruction that attended the record books of the counties. 
Many were destroyed by the Federal troops, and many by the 
great fire of Richmond in 1865. In the clerk's office of Prince 
William county there is a record book, beginning in 1745, with 
this label : " This book was taken from the Court House at Brents- 
ville, Va., Sept. 7, 1863, by Capt. George Pierce, 10 th Reg'. Mass. 
Vol. Inft." In Charles City county the record book, from 1753 
to November, 1757, has this label placed upon it by the sender : 
" Taken out of Charles City C. H. by George D. Seckman of Co. 
C, 10 th Reg' Michigan Infantry. Presented to Rev. Leander 
Thompson, by William G. Thompson 1 st Lieutenant Co. E., 14'" 
Reg* Mass. Vols. (Heavy artillery.) This book was taken from a 
lot that were about to be buried by Northern troops in Virginia." 
The writer had the happiness two years ago to negotiate for Eliza- 
beth City County Court the purchase of a minute book (1750-1763), 
in which the court proceedings were attested by George Wythe, 
presiding magistrate. " I bought it," writes Dr. Thomas Addis 
Emmet, of New York, under date of December 29, 1892, " at a sale 
in Boston, about 1868, and gave ninety-eight dollars for it, the 
then value of Wythe's signatures. It came into my hands in the 
same condition as it had been when picked up on the roadside by a 
Boston man, who was in McClellan's army," etc. Dr. Emmet 
transferred the book to the court at cost. In 1888, a jeweller, of 
Albany, New York, very kindly presented to the State the silver 
coffin-plate taken from the coffin of Lord Botetourt when the 
vaults were broken into by the Federal soldiers in 1862. In his 
letter the jeweller stated that he had purchased the plate from the 
widow of a "Private Brown," a Federal soldier. 

When Richmond was in possession of the Federal troops the 
lesser seal of State was carried off by Col. Johnston L. de Peyster, 
and has not been returned. The public archives were despoiled 
of valuable letters, and many letters to the Governor of Virginia 
have been recently offered for sale in Boston and New York. 
When Norfolk was in the occupation of the Federals the corres- 
pondence of Gov. Henry A. Wise was seized and carried to Wash- 
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ingfon. After the peace a pretence was made of its return, but it 
was found that all the more valuable lettei-s had been abstracted. 
They afterwards turned up in the collection of Ben Perley Poore, 
near Newburyport, Mass. Through the kindness of Dr. J. S. H. 
Fogg, who purchased them at the sale of Poore's MSS., the writer 
received copies of several very interesting lettei'S. 

We ought to preserve with religious cai-e the records that re- 
main. 

Virginia Antiquities. — The Association for the Preservation of 
Virginia Antiquities and Colonial Dames have done a good work 
during the past year. The old historic places are rapidly passing 
into the hands whose first care will be their preservation. The 
presence of woman is essential to perfection in any field, political, 
social, or literary. The woman's edition of the Times newspaper, 
of Eichmond, June 11, 1895, contains a full account of woman's 
work in Virginia, and is most valuable. 

Churches. — Advertisement of the vestry of Southwark parish, in 
Surry county, for building a large brick church where the old 
church stands. — Va. Gazette, April 18, 1751. Similar ad. by the 
vestry of Overwharton parish, in Stafford co., to build " a large 
brick church of about 3,000 square feet, near the head of Acquia 
Creek, where the old church now stands." — Va. Gazette, June 6, 
1751. William Tebbs and Lewis Eenoe, churchwardens of Dettin- 
gen parish, Prince William co., advertise for building "two brick 
or stone churches, each to contain in the clear 1,800 feet." They 
state that " there is great plenty of fine stone in said parish." — 
Va. Gazette, April 3, 1752. 

Andrews Family. — Col. Thomas H. Ellis sends an interesting 
note of this family, which will appear in next issue. See page 277. 



